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Please note the information contained in this document is designed to provide authoritative and accurate information in regard to 
the subject matter covered. However, it is not provided as legal or tax advice and no representation is made as to the sufficiency 

for your specific company’s needs. This document should be reviewed by your legal counsel or tax consultant before use.

HHS Releases Updated HIPAA Guide

Our self-insured clients will find it helpful to review the new guide to HIPAA electronic protected 
health information requirements, which was released by the Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS). 

The publication goes well beyond a description of the legal requirements. For example, it provides 
the regulator’s current views on operational practices, including information on encryption 
comports, even though HIPAA does not currently mandate encryption.   

Although this guide is geared towards small and mid-sized health care providers, it will be helpful 
to all covered entities required to comply with HIPAA’s privacy, security, and breach notification 
rules.  

By Shari Herrle, Director of Compliance


